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It seems that once again the town was indebted to the Becketts. Edmund Beckett 
Denison brought the Great Northern Railway and the Plant Works to the town, his 
eldest son, lord Grimthorpe, took a leading part in the rebuilding of St. George's 
church and the building of St, James', St. Mary's and St. Jude's, and his grandson, 
Rupert Beckett was connected with the building of the town's grandest bank, 

The Last 60 Years 

Further amalgamations took place. In 1968 the National Provincial and the West­
minster merged to form the National Westminster, and in 1969 Barclays Bank absorbed 
Martin's Bank, The National Westminster decided to concentrate its business at 
the Old Bank and the premises of the National Provincial were put on the market. 
In 1976 a planning application was made for the demolition of the building and for 
the redevelopment of the site for offices but the listing of the building as being 
of special architectural interest by the DoE saved the day. The York County Savings 
Bank opened a branch in Priory Place in 1925 and in 1932 moved to Lockwood House, 
SO Hall Gate. It organised saving schemes in schools. ln 1975 it was incorporated 
into the Trustee Savings Bank of Yorkshire and ..,_,,
Lincolnshire, The Trustee Savings Bank moved "'·" 
into the National Provincial Bank premises in 
1977. In 1986 the Trustee Savings Bank was 
privatised. 

Post war prosperity and the expansion of the 
town centre led to the banks opening further 
branches. Barclay's Bank opened a branch in 
Kingsway House, Hall Gate, in 1960. In 1973 
Barclay's acquired Jackson's Garage in Hall 
Gate and erected new bank premises, which do 
little for the street scene. The bank opened 
in February 1974 when its Kingsway House 
branch closed. Dreams of a new civic centre 
encouraged banks to move to the Waterdale 
area, Lloyd's opened a branch in Waterdale 
in 1965 and the National Westminster opened 
a branch in Kingsgate in 1969. 

The Yorkshire Penny Bank dropped the Penny 
, Barclay's Bank, Hall Gate, 1974

from its na�e in 1959. It is now owned by 
Barclay's, Lloyd's, National Westminster and 
Royal Bank of Scotland. In 1965 it opened a 
branch at 21 Printing Office Street. When 
this proved inadequate the Yorkshire Bank 
moved not towards the ci vie centre site but 
towards the Arndale Centre. It acquired the 
site of the Elephant Hotel in St. Sepulchre 
Gate. It erected new premises, faced in 
York stone, which opened in 1977. An unusual 
feature is the positioning of the banking 
hall on the first floor. This branch has 
proved to be more successful than those that 
moved towards Waterdale. 

This article has to be concluded on a sad 
note. The National Westminster Bank has 
decided it requires more space and has app­
lied for permission to insert a mezzanine 
floor across part of the magnificent bank­
ing hall. The Trust believes the extra 
accommodation could be provided by building 
over the car park at the rear of the bank. 
The spoiling of Brierley's masterpiece 
would be a poor way for the Bank to mark 
its 200th anniversary. 
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E. L. Braim Yorkshire Bank, St. Sepulchre Gate, 1977 
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